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Perhaps we have not moved ahead so far after all! - one of our earliest Board Members and user
of the first AAC device, was Hilary Pole who had Myasthenia Gravis with only 1/16 th ” movement
in her big toe. An adapted typewriter was developed for her by Roger Jefcoate, one of our current
Patrons and, at that time, co-founder and developer of communication units.
In 1969 Hilary wrote that due to the energy and time it took to type letters out with just her toe,
she had decided upon a form of shorthand as follows –

‘I hpe my xplntn is clr engh 4 u & tht sum of u wll find ths usfl!’
Phonetic text from 50 years ago!

The Sequal Trust
had a brilliant
time at The Kidz
To Adultz North
event in
November and
our Media
Ambassador
Hannah even got
to meet Corrie’s
Cherylee
Houston!

Hannah, her sister
Becky, and
friends, completed
a 10K marathon in
May, in aid of
Destination Florida
– a charity which
arranges holidays
to Florida for
children with
medical
conditions.

Good News in our 50th Anniversary year – our friends at Rhiwlas, Oswestry, are holding a
sponsored walk in September with the proceeds being donated to our funds. This wonderful
community first began their association with us back in 2010 when their walk that year raised
£750 for us and they have helped many other charities in this way every year. A BIG thank you to
all concerned for their efforts and willingness to support our work.

April provided us with another visit from members of the
Royal Antedeluvian Order of Buffaloes who have been
supporting Sequal’s work for many years. This year they
came to present us with a cheque in the sum of £1,000 – a
wonderful amount provided by the Lodge Brothers, and
members of the Catholic Club.
Their visit is always a delight as we are now so well
acquainted and it was pleasant to meet a new face, though
not new to the Buffaloes, Brother Gerald Ainsworth.
It is difficult to describe how very valuable the support of
our stalwart donors is and we would like to thank everyone
who contributed. Thanks also to Jean Rees for the
chauffeuring and photograph taking!

L to R: Cyril Steen, R.O.H, Liz, Gerald Ainsworth,
R.O.H & Glynne Rees, R.O.H.P.

Sequal Chairpersons, Past and Present -
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Christopher
Robert Bowell,
David Hyde
st
Docwra Jones
1 Chairman
was
contracted
and founding
paralysed
polio in 1963
member, who
from the
which left him
had Amyotonia
neck down.
paralysed from
Congenita, which
He was
the neck down.
meant his
employed by
He became
muscles didn’t
Possum
Chairman
develop. But he was a successful
Controls
in
1978
and
remained
actively
Accountant and used a Possum
Ltd and sat on many disability
involved until his death in 1997.
device with 8 microswitches.
Committees, including PUA.
John Davies had been confined to a wheelchair since he was a toddler when he
was diagnosed with Muscular Dystrophy. John, however, was determined not to
let this stop him leading as active a life as possible. He was very friendly and
out-going and as a sports fanatic was Secretary of local cricket & football clubs.
Indeed, he was twice voted local Sports Personality of the Year. Despite his
already busy life, John joined the Sequal Trust Committee in the early 1980’s,
taking on the demanding role of Specific Fundraiser in 1985 and then Chairman
in 1997, following Christopher’s death. John’s motto was ‘Go out and attack
life’ and this advice he followed until his death in 1999.

John Redfern was forced into retirement after being diagnosed with Ankylosing
Spondylitis, and developed a keen interest in computers. In the early 1990’s he was
introduced to Sequal by a physiotherapist who was also the sister of his long time fishing
partner. John was provided with an Amstrad 6128 – these were the early days of
personal computers! He was invited to become a Trustee, and provided Sequal with the
benefit of his expertise. John became Vice-Chairman on the death of Christopher
Docwra Jones, and Chairman in 1999 on the death of John Davies.
Dorcas Munday has been a Trustee of The Sequal Trust since 1993 becoming Chair in
1999 following John’s death and one of the main aims in her life is to do what she can to
improve the quality of life for other disabled people. Dorcas was born with Cerebral Palsy
and uses a mouth stick to operate her computer which is a lifeline to her. She is severely
disabled, but does not let this stand in her way, and is much travelled. She is the author
of several books and in 1999 was honoured to be awarded an MBE in recognition of her
services to charity. Sadly Dorcas retired in 2018 due to ill health but remains a much
valued Patron of the charity.
Our current Chairman is Rob Clarke who has been a Trustee of Sequal since
1998, but his involvement goes back a lot further than that. Rob was great
friends with a previous Chairman, John Davies. John was Specific Fund Raiser
for Sequal, and in this role travelled around the country collecting cheques from
various organisations.
As John was confined to a wheelchair and was unable to drive, Rob was volunteer chauffeur and he and
John spent many hours on the road over the years, spreading the word! Vice-Chair since 1999, Rob has
a disability which causes movement problems and he well understands the difficulties suffered by the
people we try to help. He is very experienced and provides a voice of reason which everyone respects.

Trustees’ Report - Review of the Year
The Sequal Trust is now in it’s 50th year!
50 years of making it possible for everyone to have a voice and to be heard! Some of our current Trustees have been
involved with Sequal for over 30 of these years and have experienced the change in equipment available to make
this happen. What started out as a good idea all those years ago in 1969 has remained constant over the years,
spearheaded by some incredible people who experienced at first hand how it felt to have an opinion but not be able
to get their feelings across to others because of physical restrictions, and who found a way to do this with the help of
some amazing scientific brains able to develop the wide range of communication equipment which is now available.
In the early days, the cost of the devices developed to help people to communicate could be restrictive, and the role
of Sequal was to make them available to everybody regardless of their financial position. We still follow this policy,
and take into account that when a family is looking after a relative with additional needs, the associated expenses are
considered. NHS England now have a specific budget for communication aids which is a huge step forward, but
unfortunately the budget is not enough to cover the needs of everyone, and if an applicant does not meet the exact
criteria required then assistance can be refused. This is where The Sequal Trust steps in to help by setting up a
fundraising campaign for that person, after taking into account recommendations from health care professionals or
teachers as to what equipment would best suit the needs of their patient. We then approach grant giving
organisations, charities local to the applicant, anyone we think may help to finance the provision of the equipment.
If we don’t raise the money required within a few months, then we will top up cases from our general funds to
ensure that the member we are helping gets the device they need, and which can make such a difference to their
lives, as soon as possible. Cost of equipment varies dramatically, from an iPad with communicational software
which can cost a few hundred pounds to eye-gaze equipment which can cost many thousands of pounds.
During the year we provided equipment to the value of £180k throughout the UK, providing 50 members of all ages
with the ability to communicate, almost one case for each week of the year!
The range of equipment we provide is wide, and geared to the needs of the individual. From very simple things, like
being able to join in with the world around you, being able to play your favourite music without having to ask
someone else to put it on for you, being able to join in with social media, having the equipment to further one's
education and take up employment, to being able to develop scientific theories, to write books, to become a stand-up
comedian – these are all paths which have been taken by amazing people using the type of equipment we provide.

We would not be able to help all of these people without the generosity of organisations and individuals who help us
financially. Their donations are vital to our existence and our ability to help the number of people we do. Thank
you to the individuals who have remembered us in their wills and left substantial legacies to Sequal. We appreciate
all the financial help we receive from you all, whether it be by way of general donations, specific donations to
individual cases, or legacies. Also, a big thank you to those who organise fund raising activities to help our
members. We couldn’t do it without all of you!!
We will continue to give a voice to those who need our help, and are always trying to ensure that those people are
aware of us and what we do via our attendance at exhibitions and road shows, advertisements in disability
magazines, contact with local NHS hubs and Speech and Language Therapists through the UK.

It is amazing when members visit our stand at Disabled Living events and demonstrate the equipment we have
provided, or send letters and cards to tell us what a difference it has made to their lives. For our staff and trustees to
see this at first hand is very rewarding, and is inspirational.
All of us at The Sequal Trust will keep doing all we can to continue making a difference, and to give everyone what
most of us take for granted – the ability to communicate.
Here’s to the next 50 years!
Rob Clarke, Chair, on behalf of the Sequal Trust Board of Trustees.

AGM - A Diary Note Sequal’s next AGM will be held on Thursday 26th September at 11.30 a.m. at The Derwen
College, Gobowen, SY11 3JA If you would like to attend, please contact the Sequal office for further details.

THE SEQUAL TRUST STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL
ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2019
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Just over £180,000 was spent on supplying equipment to our members this year which included more
eye gaze devices (28) and dedicated mounts (9), as well as laptops, iPads with specialised software
programs and varying other speech aids. This is in addition to our usual support of replacing, maintaining
and upgrading previously provided systems..

The financial information presented in this Trustees Annual Report and Accounts does not comprise the statutory financial statements of The
Sequal Trust (Registered Charity No. 260119) year ended 31st M arch 2019, but represents extracts from them and therefore does not provide as
full an understanding of the financial performance as the reading of the complete Annual Report and Accounts prepared under the requirement of
the Charities Act 2011. A copy of the complete Trustees’ Annual Report and Accounts, including the Independent Examiners’ Report can be
obtained from The Sequal Trust office or the offices of the Independent Examiners.
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AS AT 31ST MARCH 2019
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At the end of the financial year, we were holding £26,203 (2018: £21,936) on
behalf of members, pending completion of fundraising, trials, further assessments
or delivery of equipment. This will be used to fund the purchase of equipment in
the coming year.

NEW TRUSTEE FOR SEQUAL
Jeremy Sowter suffered a stroke 8 years ago which left him with progressive aphasia, a condition which
causes the sufferer to experience difficulty communicating their thoughts, ideas and messages to others. This
may affect speech, writing, or gestures, and causes problems with everyday tasks such as using the
telephone, writing an email, or speaking to family and friends. To allow him to maintain a measure of
independence, in 2017 Sequal provided him with an iPad with speech software and this has helped Jeremy
tremendously in his everyday life. In turn, he has helped us by way of attending disability/communication
open days around the Country, to demonstrate how the iPad can help those with speech problems.
We recognised how willing Jeremy was to help spread the word about our charity and how very interested he
is in helping and asked him if he would care to join our Board of Trustees, which he happily accepted.
Here is Jeremy’s story, told in his own words –
“I am a stroke survivor. Eight years ago I had a stroke which almost killed me and I spent six months in
hospital. First I learned to walk. Then I learned to cook. Initially I only had four words but eventually I was
halfway to recovery. My bug bear is joining words, which is really annoying!

I was introduced to The Sequal Trust who provided me with an iPad which is perfect and I have
improved loads. I have a position now in the Speech and Language Dept at Birmingham City University. I
am a member (token disabled person) of the panel where I am interviewing nurses, midwives and
paramedics for the university, using my iPad.
I swim twice a week and I am trying to crack a mile but it is tough though. I learned to sail but I keep
going around in circles!
I am determined to improve outside and in. I enjoy The Sequal Trust because I am useful. I was glad to
be selected to be Trustee as I know we are doing some good and The Sequal Trust is a life line for me
and others like me. All in all I am coming on. I don't regret my stroke - it's a new challenge.”
Sequal Trustees:
Back L to R:
Jackie Cheetham, Vice-Chair
Keith Ford: Pat Redfern;

Rob Clarke, Chair; Jeremy Sowter.
Front row: L-R:
Amy Finney, Nigel Driver; Ron Harnett;
Hannah Cheetham (Media Ambassador)

In December one of our Trustees, Nigel Driver, met up with our
Patron Lee Ridley (Lost Voice Guy) when he gave a show at
Darlaston Town Hall. Both Nigel and Lee have Cerebral Palsy and
both use an augmentative communication aid so they have a lot
in common. As Nigel has a great sense of humour, he was really
looking forward to seeing Lee’s show, which didn’t disappoint! As
anyone who has seen Lee perform will testify, he is one really
funny guy!
We are extremely lucky to have such a talented and willing
Patron to represent us, as well as our friendly and helpful
Trustees and staff members.

This little girl is Lilly. She is 8 years old, has Rett Syndrome, is a wheelchair
user and is non-verbal. Rett's is an extremely debilitating genetic brain
disorder which typically becomes apparent after 6 to 18 months of age in
females. Symptoms include problems with language, coordination, and
repetitive movements. Girls who were previously able to walk may stop
walking and cognition, communication, or hand skills can also decline. Lilly
lives at home in Somerset with her mum, dad, little brother and older sister,
and her mum has told us that she is a happy and loving little girl but can get
very frustrated when she is unable to communicate her needs. As Lilly has no
natural speech she is unable to express her most basic needs, to tell those
around her if she is ill or frightened and her disability impacts greatly on her
school work and interaction with her peers
Her school had been working with Lilly on an eye gaze system giving her access to education and the ability
to interact. Her parents were astounded by the results Lilly was able to achieve, they could see just how
much it could mean for Lilly's future.
In December, we were able to supply Lilly with an eye gaze system of her own and her mum has reported “The first few months have been a challenge, for Lilly, us and
the school, getting used to the device. Lilly had got used to
the routine of going out of class to use the eye gaze at
school so to get her to understand that this device was
HERS and that she could use it in class and at home has
taken some time.
We have started to use it at specific times of the school day
and she has found it fun to pick the colour of paint in art
class. It is also used at lunch time so Lilly can decide what
she wants for lunch and a treat at home. This is a slow
process as Lilly has got so used to not having the option of
having her own opinion but it is starting to click.
We just want to thank everyone who helped to fund this for
our little super star.”
In August 2018 we supplied a similar eye gaze system to a
little girl named Emily, aged 7, who also has Rett Syndrome
so has the same difficulties to deal with as Lilly. Whilst these
devices are life-changing for children who suffer the more
debilitating disorders, they do require a great deal of training
and consistent use as their eyes need to acclimatise to a very
different use. Amy, Emily’s mum, says “Since Emily has received her device we have had some
training and are now progressing with teaching her core
words such as ‘want’ and ‘like’ which form a lot of
language. She has responded well to having the device and
has made some positive comments such as ‘want more’ when we have been eating. In November,
RETT U.K. held a two day course with parents and children and their devices which we attended to help
support her journey.

We cannot thank you enough for this machine which is her communication key.”
We at Sequal are just so very pleased to have been able to provide so many children with the means to
achieve their potential and to face a brighter, more independent future.

Funding Help –
Whilst Sequal provides solely communication aids, we do often receive calls from people
asking for help or funding for various other items and of course, we try to point them in the
right direction. However, we do not have all the answers so we thought we would take the
opportunity to provide details of a few charities which may be of help to you at some point.

www.familyfund.org.uk –For low income families, this programme provides beds, white goods,
toys and books to children who are disadvantaged and in need. The Family Fund gives grants
to families raising disabled and seriously ill children aged 17 and under.
They provide grants for a wide range of items, such as washing machines, sensory toys,
family breaks, bedding, tablets, furniture, outdoor play equipment, clothing and computers. It
can be a struggle financially, emotionally and physically for families raising a disabled or
seriously ill child, and these grants help break down many of the barriers families face,
improving their quality of life and easing the additional daily pressures.
www.glasspool.org.uk Glasspool Trust is a UK wide grants giving charity that provide one off
grants to individuals and families in need of financial support for every day items to help
them set up or remain in their homes and to improve their well-being. In some case they can
provide grants to support training to enable applicants to take up an offer of employment.

www.savethechildren.org.uk run a grant programme called Eat, Sleep, Learn, Play! For low
income families, this programme provides beds, white goods, toys and books to children who
are disadvantaged and in need.

www.npower.com/healththroughwarmth Health through Warmth is an initiative set up by
NPower to assist vulnerable people in England and Wales who have long term, cold related
illnesses and need assistance to fund and install heating and insulation in their homes.
www.edfenergytrust.org.uk The Trust helps families and individuals living in fuel poverty, or
who are struggling to pay for their gas and/or electricity. They award grants to clear those
debts. The Trust also offers help via Further Assistance Payments to clear other priority
household debts or purchase essential household items.

www.britishgasenergytrust.org.uk The British Gas Energy Trust has a particular focus on fuel
poverty, helping those who are struggling to pay for their consumption of gas and electricity
get back on their feet and remain debt free going forward. In exceptional cases the Trust
can also help with other priority household costs and items.
www.fhaonline.org.uk The Family Holiday Association provides holidays for parents and
children who experience disadvantage as a result of poverty. Families must be referred by
someone working with them in a supporting role such as a teacher, social worker, health
worker or support worker.

(More charities offering holidays can be found at
https://www.familyholidayassociation.org.uk/apply-for-a-break/other-holiday-charities/)

For general advice on finding help with queries regarding daily
living equipment and assistive technology, visit the Disabled
Living Foundation on https://www.dlf.org.uk

https://www.actionforkids.org.uk - Action for Kids supports young people with physical and
learning disabilities by providing specialist mobility equipment not available on the NHS to
disabled children and young people up to their 25th birthday, across the UK; work with
schools and colleges to introduce disabled students aged 14+ to the world of work and
prepare them for the transition to life after school and help disabled young people aged 19+
to develop important life and work skills so they can live more independently and move into
paid employment.

www.caudwellchildren.com Caudwell Children provide equipment, treatment, therapies and
family support for disabled children and their families across the UK.
www.family-action.org.uk Family Action have both welfare and education grant programmes
to help address the needs of disadvantaged families and individuals that struggle to afford
basic needs and to pursue educational and employment ambitions.
www.roalddahl.com/charity/family-grants Marvellous Family Grants are for families facing
financial hardship while caring for a seriously ill child.

www.aftaid.org.uk AFTAID cash grants help elderly people maintain independent lives in
familiar surroundings of their own home. They can be used for white goods, essential
fixtures, fittings and furniture or small house repairs. Contributions are made towards
expensive items e.g. a stair lift, walk-in shower, motorised scooter etc. Elderly carers can
also apply for the expenses towards a respite break.
https://www.bhcfoundation.org.uk/Barchester’s Charitable Foundation is a registered
charity that helps older people and other adults with a disability across England, Scotland &
Wales.
Home Warmth For The Aged Benevolent Fund (HWA) Provides Heating Appliances, Fuel
Bedding And Warm Clothing. For details contact w.berentemfel@btinternet.com

https://www.honeyrosefoundation.org.uk/ is a wish charity for adults over 40 years who are
suffering from a life threatening or terminal illness. It provides memorable experiences, a
special day or a weekend with their family.
www.independentage.org aims to help the elderly against financial poverty, social poverty and
the poverty of information. It provides financial support for those in greatest need with
mobility aids and essential house repairs such as a leaky roof or a broken boiler. Their Wise
Guide details advice on claiming benefits and other services.

Finally – for those who need help in researching the various speech aids available, it is always
helpful to visit suppliers websites where you can see videos of the devices being used and
arrange demos and loans:e.g.
https://www.abilia.com

https://thinksmartbox.com
https://www.techcess.co.uk

https://www.inclusive.co.uk

https://www.tobiidynavox.com

https://www.liberator.co.uk

100+ Club Draw Winners:
From Dec.2018

From Sept.2018

1. £100
2. £70
3. £50
4. £20
5. £15

No:
No:
No:
No:
No:

135
25
32
208
33

Mr D Morgan, Worcester
Miss E J Black, Co Antrim
Mr I R Falla, Manchester
Mrs V Wright, West Mids
Mrs P K Reynolds, Glocs

1. £100
2. £70
3. £50
4. £20
5. £10

No:
No:
No:
No:
No:

170
203
3
22
97

From March 2019
1 £100
2. £70
3. £50
4. £20
5. £10

No: 8
No: 180
No: 181
No: 2
No: 194

Mr A J Ansell, Hants
Mr P Hooper, Argyll
Mrs J Ford, Staffs
Mr R Davies, Conwy
Mr R H Lawson, London

Miss C Barrett, Shropshire
Mrs J Lloyd, Bucks
Mrs S Homer, Devon
Mr S Harvey, Cheshire
Mr G Lakin, West Mids

From June 2019
1. £100
2. £70
3. £50
4. £20
5. £10

No:
No:
No:
No:
No:

93
123
52
133
31

Mr G Thomas, Herts
Mrs P M Nuttall, Manchester
Mrs E Burgess, Cheshire
Mrs P Michaelis, Essex
Mr N Driver, West Mids

THE TOP PRIZE IN EACH 100+ DRAW IS £100 AND YOU
COULD BE IN WITH A CHANCE OF WINNING THIS EVERY
QUARTER AND AT AN ANNUAL FEE OF ONLY £12! PLEASE
CONSIDER JOINING AS ALL PROCEEDS SWELL OUR
GENERAL FUNDS, HELPING US TO FUND MORE EQUIPMENT.

The Sequal Trust office is located at 3 Ploughman’s Corner, Wharf Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire,
SY12 0EJ. Tel: 01691 624222 Website: www.thesequaltrust.org.uk Email: info@thesequaltrust.org.uk

Sequal’s 100+ club exists to raise funds towards our
work. If anyone would like to join this club which has 4
draws a year, or make a donation to Sequal, please
complete this form and send it with your cheque to
the office. Thank you
I would like to join the 100+ club and enclose my cheque
for £12

President: The Hon Nigel Havers
Patrons: HRH The Princess Michael of
Kent,
Dorcas Munday, MBE

Roger Jefcoate, CBE, DL;
Lee Ridley, AKA Lost Voice Guy.

I would like to make a donation towards your work and
enclose a cheque in the sum of £

Board Members:

Name

Rob Clarke, Chair

Address

Jackie Cheetham, ViceChair
Trustees:

Tel No._________________________________
Email__________________________________
To enable my subscription to go further please
treat my donation as Gift aided as I am a taxpayer
Signature:……………………………….
Date:

….. / …. ./ …..

Pat Redfern

Keith Ford

CEO:
Judy Ford

Charity
Manager:
Liz Downes

Ron Harnett
Nigel Driver

Jeremy Sowter

Charity
Fundraisers:
Carol Griffiths
Meryl Parsons.
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Michael Sobell's Welsh Peoples C A
Westcroft Trust
Mr and Mrs Godden
West Sussex Travel Society
Mr F. Griffiths
Woodroffe Benton Foundation
Mr S Martin
Woodward Trust
Mr R H Lawson
Walwyn Chapman Charitable Trust
Mr S Fisk
Mrs S Pollard
Mrs S Rollason
Mr P. A. Harris
Miss P. Nuttall
Mr S Fisk
Mrs B L Robinson's Charitable Trust
Mrs L D Rope C Settlement
Mulberry Trust
Munro Charitable Trust
O. J. Colman Charitable Trust
Oakdale Trust
Pamela Barlow Charitable Trust
Poynton Foundation
Radley Charitable Trust
Rest-Harrow Trust

Richard Cadbury Charitable Trust
Rockley Charitable Trust

Rotary Clubs of Crewkerne; Dudley; Irlam;
Bristol

Rowley Trust
Russell Earnshaw Holdings Ltd

Shaw Healthcare
Sir James Roll Charitable Trust

